
De-Icing Salt Can Harm Landscape Plants

Each winter, millions oftons of deicing salt areapplied to state andmunicipal roads to keep theroads safe for vehicles totravel. Salt is spread nearhouses to avoid pedestrianinjuries.
This is necessary for safety,
but did you know excessive
salt can cause widespread
damage to trees, possibly
leading to permanent
decline and even death?

Strategy
According to the Tree Care Industry Association, a non-profit organization dedicated to the tree care
industry, even severe salt damage might not be visible on a tree until the end of summer, leaving home
owners wondering what might have caused the problem. In some cases, decline might not be visible for years.

"Salt deposits migrate to the stems, buds and roots of trees," explains Lee Gilman, staff arborist with TCIA. "This
causes disfigured foliage, stunted growth and severe decline in tree health. Salt runoff
washes from pavement into the ground, increasing salt levels in the soil."

There are steps you can take to ward off tree damage from salt. The TCIA recommends taking the following
measures:

thoroughly leach salt residues from the soil.

Homeowners who are looking for someone to assess their landscape and make recommendations should
consult a professional arborist.
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